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Dates: July 26, 2011 - August 4, 2011 

 

The Fightin’ Irish Travek to Irekand 

Preliminary Itinerary 
 
 

Jul 26, 2011: Overnight Flight Depart from the USA.  

Jul 27, 2011: Dublin Arrive in Dublin, a former Viking settlement at the mouth of the River Liffey and now Ireland‘s  

capital. Meet your tour manager and begin exploring your surroundings by way of a Dublin Culture Quest. Your tour 

manager will provide you with clues and challenges so you can set out and search the city while soaking in the rich Irish 

culture. (Dinner Included)  

Jul 28, 2011: Dublin Morning sightseeing with a local guide introduces you to Dublin. Discover statue-filled  

O‟Connell Street, see Trinity College and the Book of Kells—Ireland‘s most richly decorated medieval illuminated  

manuscript—and admire St. Patrick‟s Cathedral. In the afternoon learn about the notable former prisoners of  

Kilmainham Gaol, then find your rhythm during an Irish dance lesson taught by a local expert.  

(Breakfast and Dinner Included)  

Jul 29, 2011: Killarney Today‘s journey brings you first to the Rock of Cashel to visit the imposing ruins of Cormac‟s 

chapel. Continue to Blarney Castle, where you can acquire Ireland‘s famous eloquence by kissing the Blarney Stone. 

Your final destination is the lakeside town of Killarney. (Breakfast and Dinner Included)  

Jul 30, 2011: Killarney This morning you travel to the Dingle Peninsula, site of some of Ireland‘s most beautiful scenery. 

To the north rises the towering Brandon Mountain, while the west coast has some spectacular seascapes. En route you 

will see fascinating antiquities ranging from early Christian beehive huts to Iron Age forts. 

(Breakfast and Dinner Included)  

Jul 31, 2011: Galway Your journey swings north through Limerick to see the Norman castle of King John. Continue to 

Bunratty Folk Park and Castle, with its recreation of rural life in Ireland at the turn of the century. The delightful city of 

Galway is your final destination today. (Breakfast and Dinner Included)  

Aug 1, 2011: Galway Today learn about the poet W.B. Yeats when you visit Thoor Ballylee, his summer home. See the 

autograph tree in Coole Park, signed by many famous visitors including George Bernard Shaw. Next drive through the 

Burren to see the dramatic and exhilarating Cliffs of Moher. (Breakfast and Dinner Included)  

Aug 2, 2011: Dublin On today‘s excursion into the Irish countryside, you‘ll have the chance to be Irish for a Day.  

Experience rural Irish culture and partake in traditional activities such as bodhran drum lessons, sugán rope  

making, a bog visit, and brown bread baking, followed by lunch on the farm. Return to Dublin in the afternoon and  

contrast the different customs and practices of the country‘s rural and urban dwellers.  

(Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner Included) 

Aug 3, 2011: Dublin Enjoy a free day in Dublin today. Perhaps you might like to visit the Guiness Storehouse or 

Jameson Distillery, or just browse the Grafton street shops? Dinner and overnight in Dublin.  

(Breakfast and Dinner Included)  

Aug 4, 2011: Departure Depart for the USA. (Breakfast Included) 

ACIS is the premier educational travel company sponsoring student and adult trips worldwide. Since 1978 we‘ve been  

changing lives through travel by  helping travelers discover the best of the world and the best of themselves.  

Marge Mandl (Regina ‗66) traveled with them 17 times throughout her teaching career. 

Trip Costs 
For Adults 24 and Older ......................$3,948 (Price Based on Double Occupancy, Includes $95 adult surcharge) 

For Persons 23 and Younger ………….....…..$3,573 (Double Occupancy Guarantee Available For Additional $280) 
 

Prices Guaranteed Through 12/06/2010 with $195 Non-Refundable Deposit 

Single Room Occupancy is Available For an Additional Fee 

 

 

Website: www.acis.com/register 

Group ID Number: 6145 

Program Name: Cead Mile Failte 

Departure Date: July 26, 2011    

Group Leader‟s Last Name: Mandl 

Be sure to register with first and last name as they appear on your passport.  If you do not yet have a  

passport, please register with your first and last name as they appear on your birth certificate. 

To Register 
See Page  

3 For More Details 
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The Fightin’ Irish Travek to Irekand 
Dates: July 26, 2011 - August 4, 2011 

Cost of Trip Includes 
All Items as Described in Itinerary 

Services of ACIS Tour Manager 

Professional Sight Seeing Tours 

Stays in 3 & 4 Star Hotels 

Most Meals Included (See Itinerary) 

Round Trip Air Fare and Airport Departure Fees 

All Ground Transportation (Except on Free Day in Dublin) 

Air-Conditioned Tour Busses 

Tips (Except to Long Distance Bus Driver and Tour Manager) 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

Q: When is the deadline to register for the trip?   

A: The price is guaranteed if you register by 12/06/2010.  You may register after that date, but you may  

    experience a price change.  The last day you may register for the trip is 03/01/2011. 
 

Q: Who can travel with us?   

A: Anyone who wants to (wives, girlfriends, kids, family members, friends, etc.) 
 

Q: Can children travel with us? 

A: Yes, but anyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied by an adult. 
 

Q: Do I have to be a graduate of Notre Dame High School to join the trip? 

A: No.  You don‘t even have to have ties to Notre Dame High School.  If you want to travel with us you are welcome. 
 

Q: When is payment due? 

A: Initial deposit of $195 is due by 12/06/2010.  Payment in full is due to ACIS by 03/01/2011. 
 

Q: Can I make payments? 

A: Yes.  You register and make your payments through ACIS‘s web site - www.acis.com/register 
 

Q: Do I need a passport to join the trip? 

A: Yes.  You will not be permitted to travel without a valid U.S. passport.  If you do not have one, please order one    

    as soon as possible. 
 

Q: Are there any additional charges? 

A: Yes, but they are minimal.  Tips for the tour director and the long distance bus drivers are not included.  Tips will  

    be collected by the group leader prior to departure.   
 

Q: How much spending money will I need? 

A: You will need spending money for lunch most days .  You will also need spending money for beverages at all    

    meals.  Beverages are not included with meals.  You will also need spending money if you wish to purchase  

    souvenirs. 
 

Q: Can I buy travel insurance?  

A: The trip comes with basic travel coverage.  You may choose to upgrade to a comprehensive or ultimate  

    protection plan when you register with ACIS for the trip.  See ACIS website for more details. 
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From the W.P.’s Desj 
 On October 2nd, I attended the wedding of my cousin‘s daughter.  The first person that I ran into at the wedding 

was Doreen Vermiglio - former ND athletic secretary.  Her grandson turned out to be the groom.  Doreen reported that Mr. 

Raymond, former ND science teacher and principal, is seriously ill with a brain tumor.  Please keep him in your prayers. 

 I spoke with Fr. Champagne, ND founder and former principal, a few weeks ago.  He reports that all is well at the 

Marist House in Framingham, but that Fr. Bryson, former ND religion teacher and concessions head, is basically confined 

to bed now and is beginning to lose his memory. Please keep him in your prayers. 

 Dave Curcuru, class of ‗69 and a good friend, has been placed on dialysis due to a failed kidney.  Dave was born 

with only one kidney.  He has moved up from #3 to #2 on the transplant list. Dave volunteered many hours to the ND 

fundraising bingos on Saturdays and Sundays.  He also volunteered numerous hours working security at athletic events.  

He continued this work even after his son, Mark, graduated.  Please keep Dave in your prayers. 

 On October 7, Chandler Park Academy held an open house in the home of their new high school - the former 

Notre Dame High School. A group of alumni toured the building – Jim Mandl ‗90, John McCabe ‗63, Eddie Zmich ‗92, Mike 

Somyak ‗67 to name a few.  They have done a great job renovating ND!  They made some major changes:  A women‘s 

restroom was added next to the custodial room, the library was converted into classrooms (but the new media center has 

ND library shelves and books on its north and south walls), the basement locker rooms have been divided into men‘s and 

women‘s lockers and there is now an ROTC training room in the basement, the words Fighting Irish are gone from the 

gym floor and the scoreboards have been removed.  One room is being transformed back to what it was in the early 

1960‘s.  The last room on the north side of the basement was once the rifle range.  Fr. Boulanger was the moderator of 

the ND intramural rifle league and the ND varsity rifle team.  When the rifle team disbanded, this became Mr. Ken  

Parent‘s Physical Education classroom.  This room will be the home of the ROTC rifle range.  Everyone at Chandler Park, 

from the student guides to the teachers, to the principal to the CEO, was very cordial and very interested in our tales of 

the building. They said all ND alumni are always welcome to drop by and tour the building.  They also told us that of the 

three schools they purchased (ND, Regina, and Lutheran East), ND alumni are the only ones they hear from.  The  

enrollment at Chandler Park is a healthy 657 students.  They also have a waiting list of students who wish to enroll.    

 The Archdiocese was originally asking $7,000,000 for the property. They turned down a developer‘s offer of  

approximately $3,000,000 in 2007. He wanted to convert the property into senior housing using the existing buildings 

and proposed new buildings.  He had previously converted an elementary school in Roseville in the same fashion.  And 

who can forget the offer of $2,500,000 they received in 2005 from the group of local businessmen and alumni of ND.  

This offer would have saved Notre Dame.  The Archdiocese‘s wait resulted in a sale price of only $1,700,000. 

 Every month we receive many kudos and compliments on the work we do to keep the traditions and memories of 

Harper Woods Notre Dame alive.  You comment on the website, the Leprechaun, and the events.  We appreciate it very 

much!  But please remember that this is YOUR alumni association.  We would love to have you get more involved with our 

mission.  How can you do that?  There are many ways.  You can pass along any alumni related news (deaths, marriages, 

births, etc). You can join us on the 2010 trip to Ireland.  You can participate in some of our events.  You can offer to start 

and chair new events.  You can write an article or submit photos for the Leprechaun and website.  There are lots of ways 

you can become more involved with your alumni association.  The Friends of Notre Dame can be much more successful 

with additional help and contributions (not monetary) from you! 

 Unfortunately, we also receive a few comments we regard as negative and counterproductive to the mission the 

Parents Club and the Marists asked us to start back in May of 2005.  Negative comments like: “Come on. I pray that you 

could open your heart to the continuation of the mission that is going on at NDP.”  I do not wish to revisit this in each  

article I write for the Leprechaun.  We wish NDP success in their mission of educating Catholic boys and girls.  Our  

disagreement lies in the manner in which that school was established and in the very  

non-Christian manner in which they attempted to hijack the Harper Woods Notre 

Dame Alumni Association two years after the school was closed - two years after the 

Friends of Notre Dame had already established itself as the Alumni Association of 

Notre Dame and was operating quite successfully.  I did purchase a $10 ticket for 

NDP‘s October 8th fundraising drawing.  I am guessing that I did not win since I did not 

receive a phone call.   

 Lastly, please look at the website listing of trophies that we rescued from ND 

after they had been abandoned.  You can find them in the gallery section of the  

website.  If you were on one of the teams, know someone who was on one of these 

teams, or just want a souvenir, act now by contacting us.  We have contacted an  

entity that recycles trophies and we will be disposing of them in the very near future. 
 

Jim Mandl ‗66 

Vice President, Friends of Notre Dame, Inc. 

Jim Mandl „66 with Doreen Vermiglio 
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Wall of Fame Inductees 
Please welcome the following Notre Dame High School alumni as we induct them into the  

Notre Dame High School Wall of Fame.  The walls are no longer ours, but the spirit lives on. 

Justyn Bensett „05 
Adrian College 

Soccer 

Track and Field 

Britt Paige„05 
Olivet 

Football 

Chris Nielsen„03 
Holy Cross 

Football 

Marvin Listenbee „03 
Kennesaw State Univ. 

Martin Methodist - Basketball 

Calvin Wiley „05 
Bowling Green State Univ. 

Football 

Aaron Gant „06 
Ohio State University 

Football 
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Wall of Fame Inductees 
Please welcome the following Notre Dame High School alumni as we induct them into the  

Notre Dame High School Wall of Fame.  The walls are no longer ours, but the spirit lives on. 

Anthony Morasso „05 
Wayne State University 

Football 

Clay Stephens „07 
Hillsdale 

Baseball 

Joe Riehl „04 
Northwood University 

Hockey 

Brekan Kohlitz „04 
University of Michigan 

Washington Stealth - Lacrosse 

Paul Nielsen „06 
Holy Cross 

Football 

 

David Sitarski „08 
Central Michigan University 

Hockey 
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Wall of Fame Inductees 
Please welcome the following Notre Dame High School alumni as we induct them into the  

Notre Dame High School Wall of Fame.  The walls are no longer ours, but the spirit lives on. 

 

Rod Sanders „05 
Olivet 

Football 

James Gat „05 
Kettering University 

Hockey 

Jonathon Sitarski „05 
Michigan State University 

Hockey 

Chris Hentrich „04 
Central Michigan University 

Lacrosse 

 
 

 

PHOTOS 

UNAVAILABLE 

FOR THE 

FOLLOWING: 

 
De‟Ran Thomas „04 

Olivet 

Football 

 

Emmanuel Johnson „06 
Michigan State University 

Football 
David Drwencke „03 

Albion College 

Basketball 
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 Calvin Wiley ‗05 is 

thought of as the "old man" 

in the Bowling Green State 

University football locker 

room.  The nickname fits 

Wiley like a pair of gloves 

worn by a sure-handed wide 

receiver.  The 23-year-old 

Detroit native is entering his 

sixth year with the Bowling 

Green football program.  

 He suffered a  
season-ending knee injury 

for the second time in his 

college career just before 

the start of last season and 

earned a second medical 

redshirt that allowed him to 

suit up this fall.  Outside of 

Falcons running backs 

coach John Hunter, who has 

spent five years at BG as an 

assistant coach and was a 

four-year starter at  
linebacker from 1985-88, 

no other current player or 

coach can claim to have 

more tenure with the team. 

 Bowling Green  
second-year coach,  Dave 

Clawson, has leaned heavily 

on the sturdily built  

5-foot-11, 212-pound  
wideout for leadership.  The 

Falcons lost 17 starters to 

graduation from last year's 

bunch that finished the 

regular season at 7-5.  

―Calvin has unbelievable 

and incredible leadership 

traits," Clawson said,  
describing Wiley's place 

with this year's squad.  "He 

is such a solid person and 

such a good character guy 

and a hard worker, and he 

is unselfish. Just the  
adversity he has had to 

overcome to be back here, 

he doesn't have to say  

expect us to have a good season," Wiley said. 

 Despite being a member of the Falcons  
program since 2005, Wiley made the first catch of his 

career this season.  His Bowling Green bio is not long 

on statistics even though he's considered the guy in 

the locker room long in the tooth.  His actual game 

experiences all took place during the 2006 season 

when he spent time playing defense as a member of 

the secondary.  He recorded 23 tackles, including 17 

solos, in 12 games during that season after red-

shirting in 2005.  He recorded a season-high seven 

tackles in a 21-9 win at Ohio that season. 
 Wiley missed all of the 2007 campaign after 

suffering a knee injury just before the start of the  
season.  He was a member of the 2008 team, but 

spent that year still trying to recover from the injury.  

His planned return to the field as a wide receiver last 

season came to an end just before the season-opener 

after suffering a second knee injury.   
 Last year's setback definitely weighed on his 

mind while standing on the sidelines all season as his 

teammates pushed their way to a seven-win campaign 

Calvin Wiley „05 in game action against Marshall in September. 

anything and the players respect him.  Having him 

healthy makes us a much better football team,‖  

Clawson concluded. 
 Wiley entered training camp as a projected 

starter.  He is focused on making the most of the rare 

opportunity of receiving clearance for a sixth year of 

eligibility.  The rehabilitated knee hasn't bothered him 

or slowed him down  and he's optimistic it will not at 

any point this season.  "I expect to stay healthy and I 

Wide Receiver Gets Rare Shot at 6th Season With Bowling Green   

to earn a berth in the  
Humanitarian Bowl.  "It was 

hard knowing that I worked 

hard and it just happened 

again," Wiley said. 
 So far, Wiley has 

shown the coaches that he 

can be consistently  
productive in games as one 

of Bowling Green's top pass

-catchers.  "He can make 

plays.  "He has the ability to 

make plays in traffic,‖  

Clawson said.  
 Wiley is built more 

like someone belonging in 

the offensive backfield than 

someone split wide and his 

build separates him from 

the rest of a talented bunch 

of Falcon wide receivers.  

"He's thick and he gives us 

another dimension,"  
Clawson said.  "We have a 

lot of tall, lean guys at  

receiver which you love  
having, but every now and 

then you've got to fit a ball 

into a tight space and you 

may have to box a guy out 

and that's what Calvin gives 

us,‖ he added.   
 Wiley, who earned 

an undergraduate degree in 

business in the spring, is 

focused on helping the  

Falcons take care of  
business on the field this 

fall.  "I feel like I have to set 

the bar all the time because 

people are looking up to 

me," Wiley said.  "When 

you're a senior the younger 

guys look up to you and 

they learn how to work off 

of what you do, so I have to 

go hard all the time, ― he 

concluded. 

 

Iniuries Aside, Cakvin Vikey ‘05 Majing  

Most of Rare Opportunity 



  Page 9                                                                           The Leprechaun 

Teammates Regard Backup Safety  

Aaron Gant ‘06 as OSU’s Hardest Hitter 
 From Tyler Moeller to Jermale Hines to Brian Rolle to Ross Homan, the back of Ohio State's defense features 

multiple players who carry reputations as hitters.  They are safeties and linebackers that offer reasons for opponents 

to hesitate in the open field.  "There's a lot of hitters on this team," Moeller said. "I think the coaches look for that. If 

you don't have that toughness, you can't play."  There's one player, though, whom Hines said sets the standard for 

the Buckeyes defense in this area.  He is fifth-year senior Aaron Gant „06.  He is consistently known among his  

teammates as the hardest hitting Buckeye, even if diehard fans might have a tough time remembering his name. 

 "Aaron Gant has been holding the crown around here for the last 

few years," Hines said of the Buckeyes' biggest hitter competition.  "So 

you've got guys around him trying to take it (the crown),‖ he added. 

 Gant, however -- battling among the second-team safeties after first 

earning a role on the two-deep as a true freshman in 2006 -- doesn't have 

much left to prove in practice.  "He doesn't even surprise us now," senior 

cornerback Chimdi Chekwa said.  "When we see Aaron get a big hit, at first 

you're like, 'Ooohhhh.' And then you're like, 'Oh, that's just Aaron.'  Other 

guys when you see them get a big hit, you jump up.  But when Aaron hits 

somebody, you just think that's Aaron doing what he does,‖ Chekwa  

concluded.   

 So why has Gant, at 6-foot and 206 pounds, played so little in his 

Ohio State career, when former safety Anderson Russell, for example, 

graduated last season after taking the field for more than 1,000 minutes?  

Maybe Gant hits too hard, though he says there's no such thing, and his body can't handle it.  Gant was forced into 

action as a freshman after Russell injured his knee, and he was on the field as much as nearly any freshman  

defender four years ago.  Teammates later told a story of Gant delivering a blow that knocked truck-like running back 

Beanie Wells on his back in practice, but left Gant dizzy and stumbling around the secondary before the next snap. 

 Over the next several seasons, Gant said he dealt with a foot injury 

and multiple concussions, and they prevented him from getting any consis-

tent playing time.  As a sophomore, he was running with the first team  

during spring football, for example, before a concussion sent him to the  

sidelines.  "It's a physical sport," Gant said.  "Injuries will happen.  At a  

university like this, there's always going to be somebody that can come in 

and take your position.  That's the kind of depth Ohio State has,‖ Gant said. 

 Last season, Gant missed the entire year after knee surgery, so he's 

back now for a fifth season, hoping he can stay healthy enough to provide 

depth on the defense and lead the way on special teams.  As he talked after 

a recent practice, he did so with a cast on his left hand that Chimdi Chekwa 

said was covering a broken finger.  Gant just smiled and called it bumps and 

bruises.  "His hand's a little banged up, but he's not letting that hold him 

back," Hines said.  "He's handled it all very well.  He comes to work with no 

complaints," Hines added.   

 Even if Gant, a Michigan native, ends his career with fewer than 50 

tackles -- he has 23 in 32 career games so far -- he has obviously helped set 

a tone for the Ohio State defense.  "I don't ask for hits, they just come my way," Gant said.  "I don't really look for one 

big hit.  I was told by Chekwa that there's nothing else I can show them to prove that I can hit.  I‘ve already estab-

lished that.  So every time I'm on the field, they kind of expect that out of me,‖ Gant concluded.   

Aaron Gant „06 chases a fumble  

in a game vs. Ohio University. 

Aaron Gant „06 and family in Ohio Stadium. 

Vhat’s Happening Vith… 
 

On May 4, 2010, Dan D'Orazio „69 along with a colleague from EMC corporation, Andrew  

Linnell, were awarded a U.S. Technology Patent (US 7,711,711 B1), entitled "Network Storage Solu-

tion Employing Information Lifecycle Management in Conjunction with a Global, Distributed-File Sys-

tem". Dan is currently employed at EMC Corporation as a Senior Manager in the Unified Stor-

age Competitive Analysis Group and resides in Lake Zurich, IL with his wife of 30 years, Debbie.  Dan 

and Deb have 3 sons: Evan 27, Brandon 20 and Cameron 16.   Dan D'Orazio „69  
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Kohkitz ‘04 Injs Professionak Deak 
 Former Harper Woods Notre Dame and University of Michigan Men‘s Lacrosse player Brekan Kohlitz ‗04 has 

been signed by the Washington Stealth of the National Lacrosse League - North America‘s professional indoor  

lacrosse league.  Terms of the deal were not disclosed. 

 Kohlitz was a faceoff specialist for the Wolverines from 

2005-2008.  He was a 1st-Team All American in his final two  

seasons at Michigan.  Named the 2008 MCLA Tournament MVP, 

Kohlitz compiled a 70% faceoff win percentage over his career and 

set Michigan records for faceoff wins and ground balls.  In May of 

2008, Kohlitz became the first MCLA player ever selected in the 

Major League Lacrosse (MLL) draft.  He spent that summer playing 

for the Washington Bayhawks.  Kohlitz will join the team in  

November for training camp prior to the start of the season. 

 According to John Paul, his former Head Coach at  

Michigan, Kohlitz will be a great compliment to the team, ―We‘re 

excited for Brekan.  He brings a lot to the table for an organization 

that is looking to win the possession battle, but more importantly 

the Stealth are gaining a great person who will give them  

everything he has,‖ said Paul. 

 The NLL has thirteen teams playing in major markets 

throughout the United States and Canada.  Each team plays a 16-game schedule running from December to April  

followed by the Champion‘s Cup playoffs in May.  The Stealth are 

coming off a 14-5 season in 2009-2010 and defeated the Toronto 

Rock by a score of 15-11 in late May to claim the franchise‘s first 

NLL Championship.  Set to begin their second season in the  

Pacific Northwest, the Seattle-based squad has been in existence 

since 1999 when they began operation in Albany, N.Y. as the  

Albany Attack.  They moved to San Jose and took on the Stealth 

moniker in 2004. 

 Kohlitz knows he has a challenge ahead, but is confident 

in his abilities.  ―Transitioning to the indoor game will be an ad-

justment but I am prepared for the change.  Ultimately, facing off 

is facing off, and GM Doug Locker has the utmost faith in my  

abilities which I plan on proving correct.  Also, having grown up in 

ice arenas all over Michigan, I am acclimated to the playing area 

and the physical play of the indoor game,‖ Kohlitz said. 

Brekan Kohlitz „04 in game action  

as a Michigan Wolverine. 

Brekan Kohlitz „04 in chasing down an opponent. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
2010 Annual Alumni Hockey Games - 20th Anniversary 

 

When:  Sunday, December 26, 2010 

Time:  3:00pm - 5:30pm 

Where:  Hazel Park Ice Arena 

Cost:  $15.00 per skater, includes pizza and  

refreshments after the games. 

Who Can Play: HWND Alumni and their friends and  

                            family members are welcome to play. 

Non-skating friends and family members may join us to eat for $5. 

Bring your old ND hockey jerseys. If you don't have one,  

bring a dark and light colored jersey.  

Hazel Park Ice Arena 

1555 E. Woodward Heights 

Hazel Park, MI  

Visit www.friendsofnotredame.com for further details. 
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Motyja ‘85 and Ekite Inj Qaises  

$4,297 for The Pink Fund 
 Elite Ink Tattoos of Center Line, owned by John Motyka „85, raised $4,297 for The Pink Fund during their  

second annual pink ribbon tattoo event on Sept. 28, 2010.  The staff of Elite Ink donated their time and supplies so 

that 100 percent of the proceeds raised could be donated to the Pink Fund.  The tattoos required a minimum of a 

$25 donation and the staff applied 149 tattoos during the 16-hour event.  John sat down with the Friends of Notre 

Dame to talk about the fund raiser, the tattoo industry, breaking stereotypes, and how a Notre Dame education can 

influence even the most unlikely of careers.   

FOND:  Let‘s start with the Pink Fund.  Talk about that. 

What is it? Who does it benefit? 

MOTYKA: The pink Fund is a non-profit that helps people 

who are financially distressed because they have already 

been diagnosed with breast cancer.  These people may 

have lost their jobs, but the medical bills keep coming in.  

Most organizations gain revenue for research and  

development for trying to come up with a cure.  Helping 

people who are already in financial turmoil, I thought, 

was a cause I could really believe in and each year we 

will be involved with it.   
 

FOND:  How did you initially get involved with it? 

MOTYKA:  It started with a patent that I had with a  

clothing company I formed in 2001.  The patent was for 

placing tattoos on clothing.  I was shopping the patent in 

Las Vegas.  We hooked up with Joe Faris who is a  

big-time clothing designer.  Joe Faris started Fashion in 

Detroit and I attended a black tie affair they hosted at 

the Detroit Zoo last October.  I ran into Molly MacDonald 

of the Pink Fund there.  At the time, I had already made 

a commitment to give away free pink ribbon tattoos, but 

I really didn‘t have a cause involved.  I know the pink 

ribbon is a breast cancer awareness symbol and thought 

the tattoo would offer someone a permanent reminder, 

especially to women, to make sure they get checked 

yearly and to make sure they catch the cancer at an 

early stage.  So, I mentioned to Molly MacDonald what 

we were doing with the pink ribbon tattoos and she  

explained the Pink Fund to me.  
 

FOND:  How much have you raised for the fund? 

MOTYKA:  Last year, we raised just over $1,000.  This 

year we were just under $4,300 and next year we hope 

to raise over $10,000. 
 

FOND:  Wow…  That‘s great!  How do you think you were 

able to quadruple the first year‘s tally? 

MOTYKA:  Marketing.  Tattooing, to me, is a great  

marketing tool.  It‘s a niche that allows you to get in 

doors that are either unapproachable or impossible to 

get through.  I‘m lucky because I have a wide array of  

education – from formal to street level – that I draw 

upon and marketing is the key.   
 

FOND:  How was the fundraiser structured? 

MOTYKA: The tattoos required a minimum of a $25  

donation and the staff applied 149 tattoos during the  

16-hour event.  We tattooed a wide range of people from 

age 18 to 68, including a group of nine people from  

Cincinnati.  The Eastpointe cheerleading squad even 

raised $55 for their coach to get the tattoo.   
 

FOND:  How did you get involved in the tattoo industry? 

MOTYKA: I wanted to be in business.  I knew that from 

the time I was in high school at Notre Dame.  My first 

business venture was an automotive salvage yard in the 

city of Detroit.  The business was floundering and within 

a year‘s time, I turned it around and sold it.  To be  

honest with you, I don‘t even know how I ended up in the 

tattoo business.  I bought my first tattoo business in 

1993 and at the time, I didn‘t have a single tattoo and I 

didn‘t tattoo.  The opportunity was presented to me and I 

had a vision - one that told me this industry was going to 

grow.  My research told me it was a great opportunity. 
 

FOND:  Talk about the research.  How did you know there 

was growth potential there? 

MOTYKA: I was very hesitant at first.  There were a lot of 

stereotypes involved with tattooing.  My research 

showed that the industry could be conducted in a very 

different way - a way that would break down some of 

those stereotypes.  I almost felt it was my duty to get 

involved and implement my business training and ideas 

to the industry.  I saw an opportunity to put my  

marketing concepts to use and conduct business in a 

way that wasn‘t there before.  Not too many individuals 

tackle it the way we do.   

John Motyka „85 

...Continued on Page 12 
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FOND:  What makes you different? 

MOTYKA:  Education.  We start by offering education to 

the customer so they can move ahead with their project 

in a responsible manner.  We take the impulse nature 

out of tattooing so that someone isn‘t making a rash 

decision just because they may be feeling gutsy that day.  

I try to give the customer information so they end up  

having a tattoo that fits the flow of the natural curvature 

of their body.  But most importantly, they end up with 

body art that has significant meaning to them  

individually. 
 

FOND:  Has this different approach led to recognition 

within the industry? 

MOTYKA:  It has, but it has led to recognition beyond the 

industry as well. 
 

FOND:  How so? 

MOTYKA:  I‘ve been very proactive in trying to educate 

the public.  I actually had dinner with number 43 

(President George W. Bush) in Washington D.C.  I gave 

taped interviews for congress back in 2002.  My biggest 

concern was getting federal mandated criteria adopted 

so all tattoo studios across the country would follow one 

set of guidelines.    
 

FOND:  How did the involvement with government 

evolve? 

MOTYKA:  If you have your eyes open you see things - 

things that you can change and make a difference in.  

One of the laws said you cannot donate blood (for 12 

months) if you‘ve had a tattoo or piercing.  I read a few 

articles and what I noticed was the dwindling blood 

banks.  The largest blood donor age group is 18 to 25 

year olds and that also happens to be the age group who 

get the most tattoos.  I knew there should be something 

done to get tattooing recognized as a legitimate  

profession with set guidelines and controlled conditions 

and assist in getting a law changed that would make a 

difference in the lives of others.  I got involved with the 

American Red Cross to get some changes made.  

 FOND:  How successful were you? 

MOTYKA:  Very.  I think I was a catalyst in having the 

rules changed.  We educated the policy makers and you 

can now donate blood after a 30 day waiting period.    
 

FOND:  What other obstacles have you encountered in 

the industry? 

MOTYKA:  I find there are barriers with tattooing.  People 

are against them for religious reasons.  Some people 

won‘t get one because of the pain factor.  And then there 

are stereotypes - people looked at it as dirty and  

underground and something that is directly associated 

with ex-convicts. But, what‘s caused tattooing to really 

come of age and to have more and more people want 

tattoos is that some of the barriers have been broken 

down for one reason or another.  The new generation 

who is a part of the growth in tattooing doesn‘t look at 

tattoos as past generations have.  Tattooing was once 

categorized as an ―adult business.‖  I tried to open a 

business in Ferndale and I couldn‘t because of that.   

Barriers like that – that‘s what I‘ve tried to change.   
 

FOND:  Is there a place on the body that you won‘t apply 

a tattoo? 

MOTYKA:  Yes.  I refuse to do a tattoo anywhere that puts 

tattooing in a negative light.  If someone requests that 

they want their face or their head tattooed or the inside 

of their lips or somewhere else that is just odd in  

general, we just won‘t do that.   
 

FOND:  What about types of tattoos?  

MOTYKA:  We find that a large number of people come 

in wanting names of “significant others” - boyfriends and 

girlfriends - placed on their body.  We try very hard to talk 

people out of that.  I also remove tattoos.  I‘m a certified 

laser specialist.  More times than any, I‘m removing 

names from individuals who find out those persons 

really aren‘t so significant.   
 

FOND:  Is there a ―cliché‖ tattoo that you get requests for 

that makes you say ―Oh, God, not this again?‖ 

MOTYKA:  It seems there are trends that develop.  When 

I first started, it was the Tasmanian Devil.  Everybody 

wanted a Tasmanian Devil for some reason.  That was 

the early 1990‘s.  And this is where our educating the 

customer really makes a difference.  We want to make 

sure they are making the best decision possible because 

a tattoo really is a lifelong commitment. 
 

FOND:  What are the current trends? 

MOTYKA:  I‘ve noticed a big trend in religious tattoos 

lately.  Photo-realistic, black and grey renderings are also 

very popular.  As a matter of fact, one of my employees, 

Ray Harris, does phenomenal photo-realistic renderings.  

Ray is a 2002 graduate of Notre Dame.  He also is a 

graduate of the College for Creative Studies downtown. 
 

FOND:  You‘ve mentioned stereotypes a few times.   

Expand on that for a second. 

 

John Motyka „85 in his Elite Ink Studio 
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MOTYKA:  One of my biggest pet peeves is when people 

ask me what the craziest tattoo is that I have ever done.   

My reaction is always the same: ―Why does it have to be 

crazy or weird or an oddity?‖  I tell them that there are 

none.  I do my job from a professional standpoint. 
 

FOND:  What about nicknames for certain tattoos? 

MOTYKA:  Well, when someone uses the term tramp 

stamp, it riles me up a bit.  It‘s condescending and  

degrading to women and a knock on tattooing.  They 

probably dislike tattoos to begin with.  Women have that 

type of tattoo done to accentuate their beauty.  It‘s time 

to come up with a new name for it.  If I hear someone 

refer to a lady‘s tattoo like that, I‘m the first to defend 

her.   
    

FOND:  You mentioned Ray Harris „02…  He‘s a young 

guy.  How do you go about hiring someone new?  How do 

you know they are good and they‘ll follow proper  

procedures? 

MOTYKA:  We have an apprenticeship program.  Ray was 

brought in under that program.  He was properly trained 

from blood-born pathogens to learning the ins and outs 

of the tattoo machine to our customer education  

process.  There are about 20 categories in the  

apprenticeship program.  It generally takes a year to a 

year-and-a-half before a person is ready to perform a 

professional tattoo.  In some cases, it takes less time, 

but that is for the people who catch on very quickly.   

Ray Harris was one of those people.    
 

FOND:  Did you know Ray Harris was a Notre Dame 

graduate before you hired him? 

MOTYKA:  It came up in the interview.  And now that I 

think about it, I think it definitely gave him an edge  

because there were plenty of other people who applied.  

I thought we‘d share some of the same ideals and he‘d 

be able to grasp the concepts quickly that I needed to 

teach him and I turned out to be right.  It‘s great because 

I know that if I‘m not here, I can trust him to run the  

studio in the same way as if I was there.   
 

FOND:  How do the apprentices practice tattooing? 

MOTYKA:  You can practice on melons and grapefruits.   

But there are also ways to perfect drawing and shading 

techniques on paper.  Essentially, when you are working 

on the skin with a tattoo machine, it‘s just another way 

to express the artistic ability a person possesses.   
 

FOND:  I noticed a sign in the front of the store that says 

―Yeah… It Hurts.‖  Ever have anyone pass out while you 

were tattooing them? 

MOTYKA:  (Laughing) I actually wrote an article not too 

long ago and gave different names to the different ways 

people react while getting a tattoo.  But, I don‘t see as 

many people passing out as I did when I first started.  

Back then, I‘d see a dozen or so per year, but I haven‘t 

seen that in the last ten years.  It seems odd and I don‘t 

know why that stopped for sure, but I guess people are 

just more educated.  They know what the experience is 

going to be from television and from talking to us and to 

other people.   
  

FOND:  You‘ve talked quite a bit about education.  How 

did the education you received at Notre Dame come into 

play with owning such a unique business? 

MOTYKA:  The Notre Dame education is priceless.  A lot 

of people complained about the cost of tuition, but once 

you get out there in the real world and you‘re in business, 

you think back and you really can‘t put a price tag on 

what that education does for you.  The Notre Dame way 

of life – we were trained to be disciplined and sticklers 

for detail.  My drafting classes with Dr. Sands come in to 

play to this day.  When you are performing permanent 

art work on someone‘s body, there is really no room for 

error.  You have to be on 

your game 100% with no  

distractions what-so-ever.  I 

think the same is true when 

you are creating floor plans 

or diagrams of parts in  

drafting. At least there, we 

had erasers.  The level of  

concentration needed – I 

think in drafting class – 

that‘s where it started.  

Combine that with pitching 

for the baseball team at 

Notre Dame – it‘s the con-

centration level.  It makes 

me who I am today and that 

type of training has helped 

me to become better at 

what I do.  It was just  

priceless.  And this is not an everyday path to life that 

I‘m on, but Notre Dame definitely helped and I feel really 

fortunate.    
 

FOND:  I didn‘t expect you to say drafting. I thought you‘d 

say it had more to do with art classes? 

MOTYKA:  There are two parts to a tattoo – the outline 

and the shading.  The outline is more mechanical and 

you have to be very precise and perfect.  That‘s where 

the drafting comes in.  The shading is where you draw 

more on your artistic abilities.   
 

FOND:  Can you talk about your tattoos for a minute? 

MOTYKA:  My tattoos are about 15 years old.  I actually 

didn‘t have any when I entered into this industry.  I didn‘t 

get one until I was in the industry for over three years.  I 

don‘t see the importance of getting tattooed by someone 

who has a ton of tattoos.  Just because a person who 

tattoos doesn‘t have any tattoos, doesn‘t make them any  
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John Motyka „85  

Tattooing Angel Wings  

on a Customer:  

a 20 Hour Project 



 

less of a tattooist.  Some of the best tattooists don‘t have any.  If you go for open heart surgery and your surgeon has 

never had open heart surgery, does that make him any less of a heart surgeon?  No, it doesn‘t.  Take Ray Harris for 

example.  He doesn‘t have a single tattoo.  And I told him that as long as he works for me, I will never, ever put  

pressure on him to get tattooed.  Again, it‘s a different philosophy that I have.  The artistry is what is important to me.   
 

FOND:  Let‘s wrap up with story time.  Can you tell us a funny tattoo story? 

MOTYKA:  (Laughing) Gosh...  There are so many...  A lady came in about two months ago.  I explained to her that there 

was a bit of pain involved and the signal for me to stop was for her to just say ―stop.‖  Well, we got about half way 

through and she started saying “John! John!... Oh, John!”  I seemed to me like the sound of a woman enjoying herself 

(laughing), so I just kept working.  Then, all of a sudden, she jumped off the table and asked why I didn‘t stop.  I just 

said ―because you didn‘t tell me to and when you kept saying my name, I just thought you enjoyed what I was doing.‖  

Turns out it was hurting her and she forgot how to just say ―stop.‖  The funny part was the WAY she was saying it. 

Trophies 
 

 For the past five years, we have been storing over 160 of the 

school‘s trophies.  We would like to put these trophies in the hands of the 

guys who earned them for Notre Dame.  We have taken photos of all the 

trophies and uploaded them to the photo gallery on the website.  Please 

browse through them.  If you see any that you would like, please contact 

us, and we will make arrangements to get them to you.  We will continue 

to store them for a short period of time.  Most likely through the end of 

2010.  They will then be donated to a trophy recycling company. 

 

 

Van Doorne, Thomas - Class of 1966 
Age 62.  A longtime resident of Sterling Heights, died Tuesday, September 21, 2010 at St. 

John Macomb Oakland Hospital Macomb Center in Warren.  Thomas was born May 24, 

1948 in Grosse Pointe, Michigan the son of the late Floris Van Doorne and the late Grace 

(nee: Barkume) Van Doorne.  Thomas was raised in Detroit where he attended St. Ray-

mond‘s grade school and Notre Dame High School. He graduated in 1966 from Notre 

Dame where he received his football scholarship to play at Vanderbilt University, Tennes-

see.  After college graduation he started working in the construction business reading/

estimating blue prints where he extended many years of service.  Thomas and his loving 

bride Joyce of 38 years would travel to Grand Haven, Michigan were they would spend time 

with his family and enjoy Lake Michigan.  One of Tom's favorite things to do was to go to 

Northern Michigan to hunt with and old time buddy.  Tom, who was a gentle giant, a teddy 

bear, a caring, compassionate person and a well loved person is going to be missed by 

many people but remembered eternally.  In Tom‘s last days of his illness his wife, brothers, and sisters-in-law spent 

time with him caring for him…as he has cared for them.  Thomas was the beloved husband of Joyce. He was the dear 

brother of Paul (Donna), John (Candace), and William (Jane) Van Doorne. Special uncle of Daniel and many other 

nieces and nephews. Brother-in law of Jeanette Tourond, and Jeri (Ron) Montroy. 
 

DeKeyzer, William Scott Jr.- Class of 1983 
Age 45 of Clay Twp., MI., died suddenly October 2, 2010 in his home.  He was born January 24, 1965 in Detroit, MI. Mr. 

DeKeyzer is survived by his children, Ronald, Sandra, Leah, Christina, Theresa, Michelle, Gabrielle, and John Paul,  
beloved parents William Roger Sr. and Diane DeKeyzer, grandson, Landon, siblings Ronald (Helen), Cheryl, and Tracy 

(Arthur) Cook, fiancé Joyce Burden.  Cremation has taken place.  A memorial service will be held at a later date.  

Arrangements by the Gilbert Funeral Home, Algonac. MI. Memorial donations may be made to the Family Wishes.  
 

Cleland, John. R. - Class of 1971 
Age 56 of St. Clair Shores died August 26, 2010.  Beloved husband of Kathy. Loving father of John (Alison) and Aaron. 

Dear son of Roberta and the late John Cleland.  Grandfather of Mia. Brother of Leland Cleland and Carolyn (Scott) 

Becker.  Memorials to the American Cancer Society appreciated.  

Recent Alumni Passings 

...Continued From Page 12 
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See The Muggs Live! 
Ugliest Band in the World... 

 

Friday, November 5, 2010 

   Callahan‘s   

   (Auburn Hills, MI) 
 

Thursday, Nov. 11, 2010 

   Happy Dog   

   (Cleveland, OH) 
 

Friday, Nov. 12, 2010 

   Frog Bear and Wild Boar   

   (Columbus, OH) 
 

Saturday, Nov. 13, 2010 

   Frog Bear and Wild Boar   

   (Columbus, OH) 

 

Saturday, Nov. 20, 2010 

   Smalls   

   (Hamtramck, MI) 
 

Saturday, Dec. 4, 2010 

   The Blind Pig   

   (Ann Arbor, MI) 
 

Friday, Dec. 10, 2010 

Green Lantern Bar 

   (Lexington, KY) 
 

Saturday, Dec. 11, 2010 

Court Street Grill 

   (Pomeroy, OH) 

Danny Methric ‗90 and Tony DeNardo ‗90 

 

 

http://friendsofnotredame.flyingcart.com 

Friends of Notre Dame On-Line Store 

Yearbooks are Now Sold Exclusively Via Our On-Line Store 

All Items Include  

Free Shipping! 

Andiamo Restaurant Group Purchases 

Splendid Plates Catering 
 Joe Vicari‟s „75 Andiamo Restaurant Group has acquired Splendid Plates  

Catering and Events of Troy.  Stewart Davidson, president of Splendid Plates  

Catering and Events said his Troy company has been in the national and regional 

event management business for 25 years.  Splendid Plates Catering and Event  

Management was created six years ago and provides for corporations, major  

festivals and private events. Davidson will remain with the company as vice  

president.  Splendid Plates plans to maintain its current employees and remain at 

1490 Premier Drive, Suite A, Troy.  

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&q=billy%27s+lounge+grand+rapids&fb=1&gl=us&hq=billy%27s+lounge&hnear=grand+rapids&cid=0,0,17805875542636362984&ei=jAJJS4feIo-VtgeSlcXkDQ&ved=0CAoQnwIwAA&z=16&iwloc=A
http://www.billyslounge.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&q=billy%27s+lounge+grand+rapids&fb=1&gl=us&hq=billy%27s+lounge&hnear=grand+rapids&cid=0,0,17805875542636362984&ei=jAJJS4feIo-VtgeSlcXkDQ&ved=0CAoQnwIwAA&z=16&iwloc=A
http://www.billyslounge.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&q=billy%27s+lounge+grand+rapids&fb=1&gl=us&hq=billy%27s+lounge&hnear=grand+rapids&cid=0,0,17805875542636362984&ei=jAJJS4feIo-VtgeSlcXkDQ&ved=0CAoQnwIwAA&z=16&iwloc=A
http://www.billyslounge.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&q=billy%27s+lounge+grand+rapids&fb=1&gl=us&hq=billy%27s+lounge&hnear=grand+rapids&cid=0,0,17805875542636362984&ei=jAJJS4feIo-VtgeSlcXkDQ&ved=0CAoQnwIwAA&z=16&iwloc=A
http://www.billyslounge.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&q=billy%27s+lounge+grand+rapids&fb=1&gl=us&hq=billy%27s+lounge&hnear=grand+rapids&cid=0,0,17805875542636362984&ei=jAJJS4feIo-VtgeSlcXkDQ&ved=0CAoQnwIwAA&z=16&iwloc=A
http://www.billyslounge.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&q=billy%27s+lounge+grand+rapids&fb=1&gl=us&hq=billy%27s+lounge&hnear=grand+rapids&cid=0,0,17805875542636362984&ei=jAJJS4feIo-VtgeSlcXkDQ&ved=0CAoQnwIwAA&z=16&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&q=billy%27s+lounge+grand+rapids&fb=1&gl=us&hq=billy%27s+lounge&hnear=grand+rapids&cid=0,0,17805875542636362984&ei=jAJJS4feIo-VtgeSlcXkDQ&ved=0CAoQnwIwAA&z=16&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&q=billy%27s+lounge+grand+rapids&fb=1&gl=us&hq=billy%27s+lounge&hnear=grand+rapids&cid=0,0,17805875542636362984&ei=jAJJS4feIo-VtgeSlcXkDQ&ved=0CAoQnwIwAA&z=16&iwloc=A
http://mgobluelacrosse.com/2010/08/09/former-wolverine-set-to-join-nlls-stealth/lacrosse/
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Adams ‘77 Jrings Qeak Vorkd Financiak 

Learning Opportunity to DLS 
Sons of N.D. Grads Learn By Managing Your Money 

 Students at De La Salle Collegiate High School have been learning more than how to manage their own bank 

accounts - they‘ve been learning how to manage your accounts, too.  Pat Adams „77, principal of De La Salle, has 

teamed with Christian Financial Credit Union (CFCU) to bring a full service credit union to the Collegiate.    

 When school started this fall, a group of 12 seniors, including three sons of the Irish, began a year-long l 

earning experience in the strategy and day-to-day operations involved in running a financial institution.  Students earn 

credit from classroom curriculum provided to De La Salle by CFCU.  CFCU Branch Manager Anthony Boni, also a  

certified teacher, splits his time by teaching Intro to Banking - a class that immerses students in banking history,  

regulations, marketing and sales, finance and general management.  The students are then able to apply the  

principles learned from the class to the in-school branch of CFCU that they are in charge of operating daily.  A portion 

of their credit is earned from these day-to-day operations.  ―We recognize the need to increase our students‘  

awareness of financial literacy.  This new component fulfills that need and affords our students an exciting opportunity 

to gain real-world financial experience,‖ Adams said.  De La Salle is the first school to partner with Christian Financial 

on such a project.   

 This partnership is a natural fit, considering the history of both organizations as they relate back to  

deep-rooted Catholic history.  ―One of Christian Financial‘s core goals is to give back to the communities we are part 

of.  This initiative allows us to do that in a unique way that not only supports the community as it is today, but invests 

in its future through enriching the student educational offering,‖ said CFCU CEO Patty Campbell. 

 Students were selected for the inaugural year of branch operations from a pool of 26 applicants. DLS Business 

teacher Dee Ann Halfmann and CFCU Business Development Officer Christine Quitter, daughter of Roger Quitter „64, 

conducted interviews and completed the hiring process. Students were considered based on attendance, GPA and 

other relevant details.  ―I am so impressed by the level of professionalism the students put forth.  They really showed 

us how determined and focused they are to succeed in today‘s work force,‖ said Quitter.   

 The branch is open daily during school hours to students and faculty of De La Salle.  It is a full-service location, 

and operations are supervised by Christian Financial employees.  

 

Pictured above from left to right are: Dennis Koch (DLS 

Business Teacher), Halfmann, Quitter, Michael Awwad 

(CFCU VP of Sales & Service), Br. Robert Carnaghi (DLS 

President), Patrick Adams „77, Patty Campbell, Aarran 

Meier (CFCU Teller Supervisor), and Anthony Boni.  

Student branch employees include Andrew  

Agosta - son of Gioacchino J. Agosta '76 (5th from 

left), Alex Piontkowski - son of Gregory J.  

Piontkowski '68 (8th from left), and Paul Irwin -  

Edward C. Irwin '86 (11th from left).  

De la salle OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, November 7, 2010 

12 - 3p.m. 
 

14600 Common Road 

Warren, MI 48088  
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We Heard From... 
Jeff Urbas - Class of 1990 

Thanks for adding the FIRE benefit info to the  

newsletter -- it means a lot to me.  
 

 
Tom Lueck - Class of 1962 

Thanks again for all your efforts.  

 
Mark Wisniewski - Class of 1980 

Wow what a great newsletter! There were so many  

interesting messages-articles.  

 

Vic Krese - Class of 1993 

Am I the only person that is still bitter about Notre Dame 

Prep?  I'm reminded of their existence every time I clear 

out my junk mail.  From now on THAT school will be  

referred to, by me, as Oakland Catholic.  On a lighter 

note. I'm trying to track down my old hockey jersey -  #16 

with a C on the chest.  It was auctioned off at an ND 

bowling fundraiser.  Any leads would be appreciated. 

 
Michael Bedard - Class of 1993 

I will always remember my time at Notre Dame with a 

great degree more fondness than I realized at the time.  

I am a relatively quiet guy about it but I sincerely miss 

knowing that Notre Dame is there. We endure.  

 
Stephen Fletcher - Class of 1993 

Only one ND - Harper Woods! Boo - Prep. 

 
Tim Skowronski - Class of 1993 

I'm sure I miss the old place as much as anyone else 

might. I just hope that everyone remembers that it was 

the people that made HWND great, not the building. I'm 

glad to hear that someone can use it. The last thing SE 

MI needs is more empty buildings.  

 
Tony Mardirosian - Former Varsity Baseball Coach 

Thanks so much for sending the pictures of Chandler 

Park Academy.  The highlight for me was seeing the  

picture of John McCabe.  Please tell him I said he looks 

really good for an old man.  I had the great pleasure of 

coaching baseball with John during my tenure at Notre 

Dame.  I can‘t imagine a better alumnus of Notre Dame, 

certainly not one who loved the school more than 

John.  Thanks, again.  

 
Tim Slater - Class of 1966 

Those pictures (of Chandler Park Academy) brought back 

memories.  I am very glad the building will be used to 

enlighten the lives of students with the education this 

country desperately needs.  You and your dad are doing 

a great job with this newsletter!   

Mike Petroski - Class of 1965 

Again, thanks Jim! Great photos (of Chandler Park 

Academy). 
 

Jim Bonkowski - Class of 1974 

Thanks for giving me an online tour (of Chandler Park 

Academy).  I wish I could have gone but had family  

issues to take care of. Sad to see it gone but glad to see 

it still alive to educate others.  It looks like a few wel-

comed improvements were made.  Do you know how 

the 3 schools will be utilized? 

Note: Chandler Park Academy occupies Lutheran East, 

Regina and Notre Dame.  Notre Dame is being used as 

their high school.  The other school buildings are used 

as their elementary school and middle school. 
 

Ron Mack - Class of 1972 

Thanks for the pictures (of Chandler Park Academy).   

I like the one of the wrestling room.  We had some 

great poker games up there during our break from 

"double sessions" football practice, two weeks before 

school started in the summer!  
 

Jim Belloli - Class of 1967 

Thanks, Jim (for the pictures of Chandler Park  

Academy).  .  It kind of brings a tear to your eye and 

pisses you off at the same time.  
 

Robert Walmsley - Class of 1959 

Jim, it was great to see the old school, of course some 

of the things weren't there when I went to ND.  The gym 

- we practiced at Harper woods High.  Thanks! 
 

Dennis Lynch - Class of 1960, Teacher 1966-2002 

It was great to see both of you at our 50th reunion.  

Dolores and I really enjoyed looking at your pictures 

from CPA. Keep up the good work!  
 

Tom Lueck - Class of 1962 

Thank you, Jim for setting up the visit at CPA.  I wish I 

could've made the visit. 
 

Jim Polite - Class of 1984 

Thanks for the photo update on Chandler Park  

Academy.  It surprises me to see how much was left 

behind in the old building.  Please keep up the good 

work. 
 

Bob Dederichs - Class of 1960 

Thanks  for the photos and the memories (of Chandler 

Park Academy).  Glad to see it looking good.  I sold 

many raffle tickets on the Woodside Home  to raise 

money for the gym. Father Martin used to bus us out to 

Grosse Pte. after school for 2 -3 hours of door-to-door 

sales work.  After I graduated they built the gym. 
 

Eddie Zmich - Class of 1992 

Hey Jim! Thanx for the pictures you put out there (of 

Chandler Park Academy)!  



 
 

Celebrating 25 Years 

Class of 1986 
 

Please contact John Kaminski or Dan O‘Brien at: 

John Kaminski: jkaminski1700@yahoo.com  

H:(612) 822-4759 C: (952) 261-5546   
 

Dan O'Brien: dobrien734@comcast.net  

(248) 840-8391  
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Upcoming Reunions 
Reunions in 2011 

 

The following classes are due to celebrate reunion years in 2011: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in forming a reunion committee for your class?  

E-mail Jim Mandl ‗90 at jmandl@friendsofnotredame.com. 

We are your only source for the most up-to-date alumni contact information! 

  2006 - 5 Years 

2001 - 10 Years 

1996 - 15 Years 

1991 - 20 Years 

1986 - 25 Years 

1981 - 30 Years 

1976 - 35 Years 

1971 - 40 Years 

1966 - 45 Years 

1961 - 50 Years 

Celebrating 40 Years Class of 1971 
 

A Note From Mike Scharl ‗71: 

We had one planning meeting for our upcoming 

40th reunion back in April.   

Twelve of us had a great dinner at  

Andiamo‘s on Hall Road.   

We agreed to meet again in the Fall to make more 

concrete plans for the reunion coming up in 2011.   

If you want to get involved, or just want to be 

notified about reunion details, be sure to send your 

interest to Mike Scharl at notredame71@att.net  

Celebrating 45 Years  

Class of 1965 
 

Asking all classmates of ‗65 to plan ahead...  

will be here before we know it.  

1. Please make sure you or classmates you are still 

in contact with / get on the Friends of  

Notre Dame mailing list.  

2. Not too soon to be suggesting  

when, where and events.   

GO IRISH!  Dennis Berger '65. 

dennisaberger@aol.com 

 

Celebrating 20 Years - Class of 1991 
 

A Note From Ron Stempin ‗91: 

Anyone interested in assisting me plan the class of 1991 reunion, please contact me at: 

Email: ronald_stempin@ml.com   

PH: 313 642 5267 

 

Celebrating 50 Years 

Class of 1961 
 
 

Please contact Bob Domine at: 
 

bddoesit@bellsouth.net 
 

 

 

Celebrating 30 Years 

Class of 1980 

At Club Venetian 

January 8, 2011 

29310 John R Road  

Madison Heights, MI 

6:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m.  

Cost is $27 per person, open bar included 

This includes a $1 per attendee gift for the  

Notre Dame Prep alumni association 

Buffet Style Dinner 

Spouses and significant others are invited  



 
Support Our Sponsors 
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If you are interested in becoming a sponsor of the Friends of Notre Dame,  

please email us at jmandl@friendsofnotredame.com 



 
Alumni Business Directory 
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If you are interested in promoting your business in our newsletter,  

please email us at jmandl@friendsofnotredame.com 
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If you are interested in promoting your business in our newsletter,  

please email us at jmandl@friendsofnotredame.com 

Alumni Business Directory 
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Alumni Business Directory 
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Alumni Business Directory 
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